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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive steo or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement P ,ndustnal 
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Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



19.10.2004 



Date of completion of this report 
18.04.2005 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 
Del Piero, G 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8579 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/002642 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 ' ffi. Xa^n^ndM ™X*te^ °" ' he lnterna,i ° nal a PP fca »°" *• language in which it was 

° »h»1a»^ language . 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

/MM "--on (replacement sHeets wh ion 

reportas "originally filed" an^^^^toffif^rt" 14 are referred to in this 



Description, Pages 
1-19 

Claims, Numbers 

1-20 

Drawings, Sheets 

1£3-23£3 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



» originally filed 



□ 
3. □ 



a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ 



Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) cons ^ered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked 



"superseded. " 
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1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-20 



1-20 



1-20 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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V. 



International application No. 
J^CJ/GB2004/002642 



by ftJSTSS; ~ **" " - ,a irly suggested 

^fflsr ^itsr* U8,541 on the basis ° f ,he 

for ,h» °^ e !T ing requ,rement of inven ««* step, there would seem to be no incentive 
for the sk, ed man to modify the matrix flow field plate structure known from w£ST 

bToTtegT 98 of w ° ,5m ma,rix flow ,ields are p rone ,o w ° ter 



PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPCWanuary 2004) 



